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A. Personal Statement 
 
Diego Pasini was born in 1977 in Milan. He graduated from the University of Milan at the Faculty of 
Biological Sciences in 2002 and he joined the European Institute of Oncology (IEO) first as research 
assistant and then as a PhD student in the laboratory of Prof. Kristian Helin. When Prof. Helin relocated 
to Denmark to lead the new Biotech Research and Innovation Center (BRIC) at the University of 
Copenhagen, Pasini followed and completed his PhD in 2006. He continued to work in Prof. Helin’s 
laboratory, first as a postdoctoral researcher and then as an assistant professor at BRIC.  
In 2010, Pasini returned to Italy to establish his own independent laboratory as a junior Group Leader 
at the Department of Experimental Oncology at IEO. In January 2015, he became a tenured Group 
Leader at IEO and was selected as an EMBO Young Investigator. In 2017, he was awarded an ERC 
Consolidator Grant. By March 2018, he became an Associate Professor at the Department of Health 
Sciences (DiSS) at the University of Milan and was promoted to Full Professor in 2022. Prof. Pasini 
received the Chiara D’Onofrio Senior Award in 2019 and was elected an EMBO member in 2021. 
 
B. Positions, Scientific Appointments and Honors 

CURRENT POSITIONS 

2022-present Full Professor of Molecular Biology at the Department of Health Sciences of the 
University of Milan (Milan, Italy). 

2015-present Tenured Group Leader at the European Institute of Oncology at the Department of 
Experimental oncology (Milan, Italy). 

PREVIOUS POSITIONS 

2002-2004 Ph.D. student at the European Institute of Oncology (Milan, Italy). 
2005-2006 Ph.D. student at BRIC, Institute of the Copenhagen University (Copenhagen, Denmark). 
2006-2007 Post-doctorate at BRIC, Institute of the Copenhagen University (Copenhagen, Denmark). 
2007-2009 Assistant Professor at BRIC, Institute of the Copenhagen University (Copenhagen, 

Denmark). 
2010-2014 Junior Group Leader at the European Institute of Oncology (Milan, Italy). 



 

2018-2022 Associate Professor of Molecular Biology at the Department of Health Sciences of the 
University of Milan (Milan, Italy) 

FUNDINGS 

Prof. Pasini, as a student and postdoctoral researcher, was a fellow of the Italian Foundation for 
Cancer Research (2004) and the Danish Medical Research Council (2007-2009). Since becoming an 
independent PI in 2010, he has been awarded several competitive grants including a Start-Up Unit 
Grant from the Italian Association for Cancer Research (AIRC) (2010-2014), two Young Investigator 
Grants from the Italian Ministry of Health (2011-2014 and 2014-2017), a Young Investigator Grant 
from the Umberto Veronesi Foundation (2014-2016), three Investigator Grants from AIRC (2015-2017, 
2017-2022, and 2023-2027), selection for the EMBO Young Investigator Programme (2015-2017), a 
PRIN Grant for Projects of Relevant National Interest (2023-2025), participation to the RNA and Gene 
Therapy National Research Center (2023-2025), an ERC Consolidator Grant (2017-2022), and an 
ERC Proof of Concept Grant (2023-2025). 

ELECTED ACADEMY MEMBERSHIPS 

2015 EMBO Young Investigator 
2022 Elected EMBO member 

PRIZES AND AWARDS 

2019 Winner of the Chiara D’Onofrio Senior Award 

CONFERENCES AND LECTURES INVITED PRESENTATIONS 

Prof. Pasini is frequently invited to deliver lectures on his scientific research at various Italian and 
international institutions. Additionally, he has consistently been selected or invited to present the work 
conducted in his laboratory at international conferences: 

MENTORING ACTIVITIES 

Since establishing his independent laboratory at IEO, Prof. Pasini has supervised or is currently 
supervising the work of 20 post-docs and 20 PhD students from the European School of Molecular 
Medicine (SEMM, University of Milan). Three of his former post-docs have now established their own 
independent laboratories at the University of Chicago (Andrea Piunti), the University of Trento (Fulvio 
Chiacchiera), and University College Dublin (Eric Conway). 
Prof. Pasini has also supervised the practical thesis work (~12 months) of nine undergraduate 
students from various Italian universities. Additionally, he has served as an internal mentor for more 
than 20 PhD students working in other laboratories affiliated with SEMM and has been an examiner 
for more than 10 thesis dissertations at the PhD school, as well as at international universities such 
as Trinity College Dublin, the University of Copenhagen, FMI, Hunimed University, Milan University, 
and Università della Svizzera Italiana. 

INSTITUTIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES 

Prof. Pasini has formal responsibilities at both institutions to which he is affiliated: the European 
Institute of Oncology (IEO) and the University of Milan (Unimi), as well as at the European School of 
Molecular Medicine (SEMM). 
At the IEO Department of Experimental Oncology (DEO), Prof. Pasini is the Chairman of the 
Operations Committee and is a member of both the Budget and Administrative Opportunities 
Committee and the Office of the Chairman, a consulting body for the DEO director. Additionally, he is 
a member of the recruiting committees for untenured group leaders and directors of technological 
units. 



 

At the University of Milan (Unimi), Prof. Pasini is a member of the departmental council of the 
Department of Health Sciences (DiSS), where he also serves as member in the Joint Teaching Staff-
Student Committee and the Project of Excellence Committee. 
At the SEMM PhD school, Prof. Pasini has been a member of the Academic Faculty since 2010 and 
of the Academic Board since 2018. In 2024, he was appointed Coordinator of the new National PhD 
program of SEMM and became Chairman of the Faculty Board. 

TEACHING 

Since his appointment at the University of Milan in 2018, Prof. Pasini has been regularly teaching 
molecular biology at both the Medical and Biotechnology schools of the University of Milan, where he 
also organizes a course in OMICs approaches for Bachelor students. Since 2020, Prof. Pasini has 
also been part of the faculty for the Master's program in Biomedical Omics at the University of Milan, 
where he coordinates the Genomics and Epigenomics course. Additionally, since 2010, Prof. Pasini 
have been teaching at the SEMM PhD school, where he gives various lectures and organizes a course 
in Genomics and Epigenomics. 

MAJOR COLLABORATORS 

Prof. Pasini has been directly involved in several collaborative projects with high-profile laboratories 
worldwide, resulting in significant scientific publications. His collaborations include work with Prof. 
Haruiko Koseki at RIKEN in Japan, focusing on mouse genetics, and with Prof. Luciano Di Croce at 
CRG in Spain, where they jointly explored chromatin regulation. Additionally, Pasini has collaborated 
with Prof. Anton Wutz at ETH in Switzerland, Dr. Valerio Orlando and Dr. Wolfgang Fischle at KAUST 
in Saudi Arabia, and Prof. Adrian Bracken at Trinity College Dublin in Ireland on research related to 
Polycomb repression mechanisms. His work with Dr. Sandra Peiró at IMIM-Hospital del Mar in Spain 
was centered on EMT. He has collaborated on germline gene silencing with Prof. Paul Soloway at 
Cornell University in the USA, and on TET proteins molecular functions with Prof. Kristian Helin at ICR 
in London. Further, Prof. Pasini has collaborated with Dr. Lazzerini-Denchi at the NIH in the USA on 
telomere integrity regulation, and with Prof. Joerg Huelsken at EPFL in Switzerland on stem cell 
maintenance. His work with Prof. Karim-Jean Armache at NYU in New York, USA, focused on PR-DUB 
structure and activity, while his collaboration with Elisabetta Salcini at Copenhagen University in 
Denmark examined H3K27me3 in C. elegans. Prof. Pasini also worked with Prof. Maria Rescigno at 
Hunimed University in Milan, Italy, on the regulation of the gut vascular barrier. In addition, he has had 
longstanding collaborative efforts with Prof. Tiziana Bonaldi on mass spectrometry and with Dr. Bruno 
Amati on transcriptional control mechanisms, both of whom are part of their institutional faculty. 

JURIES & COMMITTEES 

2014 – 2017  Scientific evaluation committee of the French National Agency for Research (ANR) 
2016 – 2019 Scientific fellowship committee of the Italian Association for Cancer Research (AIRC) 
2020 – present Scientific Grant projects committee of the Italian Association for Cancer Research 
(AIRC) 

EDITORAL COMMITMENTS 

2021 – present  Associate Editor of Science Advances, journal of the American Association for the 
Advancement of Science’s (AAAS), USA. 
 
C. Contributions to Science 
 
Prof. Pasini's publication record consists of 72 papers in international peer-reviewed journals, with 35 
of these as first, last, or corresponding author. His work has received a total of 16,779 cumulative 
citations, and he has an h-index of 47 and an i10-index of 67 (according to Google Scholar). A full list 
of his publications can be consulted at: Diego Pasini Google Scholar Profile. 

https://scholar.google.com/citations?hl=en&user=NMVL0mQAAAAJ
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